BACHELOR DEGREES

A bachelor (or baccalaureate) degree is a program of courses which usually takes 4 years (or their equivalent by attending part-time, or through non-traditional means or accelerated terms).  It requires at least 120-128 semester hours credit or 180-192 quarter hours.  This equates to at least 40 courses.  The student learns a considerable amount in a particular field of study (the major) and some broad general knowledge as well.

Schools on a semester plan have terms which usually last 4 to 4 ½ months – a fall and spring semester and a shorter summer term.  At schools with a quarter plan, each quarter lasts 10 to 12 weeks.  Some schools have accelerated terms - the terms are shorter and the student has more class time per week.  For example, in an accelerated term of 8 weeks the course might meet 2 nights a week for 2 ½ hours a night.

Courses generally fall into THREE major areas:

a.  GENERAL EDUCATION COURSES – usually 36-45 semester hours

    1.  Basic Skills – English and Math:

         (a)  English Composition – usually TWO required courses

 

         (b)  Mathematics – number of courses and type of math required determined by the major

    2.  Social Sciences – Choose from courses such as:

         (a)  History         
(d)  Economics


(g)  Black Studies

         (b)  Psychology
(e)  Political Science

(h)  Western Civilization




         (c)  Sociology
(f)  Cultural Anthropology
(i )  Government

    3.  Natural Sciences – Choose from courses such as:

         (a)  Biology
(d)  Physical Anthropology
(g)  Astronomy

(j)  Oceanography

         (b)  Botany
(e)  Chemistry


(h)  Geography

(k)  Meteorology


         (c)  Zoology
(f)   Geology


(i )   Physics                   (l)   Earth Science

    4.  Humanities – Choose from courses such as:

         (a)  Fine Art
(d)  Literature


(g)  Foreign Language

         (b)  Music

(e)  Drama


(h)  Humanities

         (c)  Philosophy
(f)   Religion


(i )  Speech

b.  COURSES IN YOUR MAJOR – at least 30 semester credits

    1.  Foundation/Prerequisite Courses – These courses provide the introduction for the major.

         They are usually lower-division courses at the freshman and sophomore level.

    2.  Core Courses – Directly related to the major area of study.  Primarily upper-division, junior/senior

         level courses.

c.  ELECTIVES – Courses of the student’s own choosing.  Some are recommended, depending on  

     your major.

AT THE COMPLETION OF YOUR STUDIES, YOU WILL EARN EITHER A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (B.S.) OR A BACHELOR OF ARTS (B.A.), DEPENDING ON YOUR MAJOR.  

