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                                                                      “From the Naval Safety Center”

1. Memorial Day is the most meaningful military holiday, a time to commemorate those who selflessly gave their lives in the cause of freedom. It is also the beginning of "the critical days of summer," a high-risk time of the year when Sailors and Marines lose their lives in preventable, peacetime mishaps.

2. The beginning of summer means it's time to play ball, go fishing, hike, camp, or just have a backyard barbecue. Whatever your pleasure, apply risk management when planning those activities. Most of the things that can hurt you or go wrong are easy to anticipate and avoid. We can take active steps to keep our success in Operation Iraqi Freedom from being marred by mishaps on leave or liberty.

3. Since the tragic events of 9/11, 142 Sailors and 109 Marines have died in traffic and other off-duty mishaps. These losses outnumber our combat-related deaths in Afghanistan and Iraq combined. When non-tactical, off-duty activities appear to be more lethal than hostilities, it is a clear sign that we can do better at teaching and developing new habits. Driving only while sober and alert. Paying attention in traffic and obeying the speed limit. Always wearing seatbelts.

4. Risk management is becoming an effective decision-making tool in the daily lives of our Sailors and Marines. It must permeate all levels of the chain of command. Leaders must set the standard for safety, on-and off-duty. When everyone makes the right choices, life becomes even more rewarding. Take time this Memorial Day to appreciate the 60 wars and conflicts that have claimed the lives of 1.4 million of our military personnel. Reflect on the lessons of peacetime mishaps, as well. Then do what you need to do. Lean forward, be safe and have fun. 

Check out our Critical Days of Summer tracking page
