                          Spring Is Almost Here!    [image: image1.wmf]
[image: image2.wmf]Teach Your Children: When they play outside, make sure children know they should never fly a kite in the rain or near power lines, use metal on a kite, climb a utility pole, pad-mounted transformer or transmission tower or chase a ball into an electric substation.

[image: image3.wmf]Storm Alert: Remember that during spring storm season, wind, rain and lightning can bring down trees and power lines. If you see a fallen power line, don't touch it. 

[image: image4.wmf]   Outage Steps: If you lose power to your home during a spring storm, check your fuses or circuit breakers first, and then call MidAmerican, if necessary. Use caution stepping outside your home during a power outage. A fallen power line may be just outside your door or may be hidden by brush or debris. Use extra caution picking up metal debris.

[image: image5.wmf] Dial Before You Dig: Spring is a time for gardening, landscaping and other construction projects and no one can ever be certain where or if underground electrical, natural gas, water and cable lines are located on your property. Build time into your plans and call at least 48 hours before you dig

[image: image6.wmf]Eyes Up: Spring is also a popular time for pruning trees. Be especially cautious not to let metal ladders or trimmers contact overhead wires.

[image: image7.wmf]Cord Patrol: During spring cleaning, check outlets and extension cords to make sure they aren't overloaded. (Generally, no more than three devices should be plugged into one outlet. An overloaded circuit is warm to the touch.) Examine electrical cords to make sure they aren't damaged or placed under rugs or carpets.

[image: image8.wmf]Avoid Water: Keep outdoor outlets and electrical products covered and dry between uses, and store power tools away from water. Make sure electrical appliances do not come into contact with water - such as falling into a bathtub, sink, pool or pet dish. If an appliance does fall into water, unplug it before reaching to retrieve it.

[image: image9.wmf]Install GFCIs: Any outlet, appliance or electrical circuit that can contact water should have a ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI), which will stop the flow of electricity if a short circuit occurs. GFCIs are inexpensive and are available in several forms, including portable plug-ins that can be attached to any appliance.

[image: image10.wmf]Inspect Tools: With spring's first use, inspect power tools and electric lawn mowers for frayed cords, broken plugs or damaged housings. If damaged, repair or replace it immediately. Unplug tools and non-essential appliances when not in use.

[image: image11.wmf]Work Out From Outlet: When using electrical mowers, hedge trimmers or other tools, begin work nearest the outlet and work away from it so the cord will always be behind you. Keep the cord out of the tool's path by draping it over your shoulder. Make sure the extension cord is approved for outdoor use. 

                 “From Your Occupational Safety & Health Department”
