“Fireplace Safety Tips”

                                                     Fire & Life Safety Tips

from your

                                                    Command Safety Office
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All types of common space heating equipment are involved in home fires: portable electric heaters, portable kerosene heaters, wood stoves, fireplaces with inserts and room gas heaters. Common causes of space heating home fires are: lack of regular cleaning, leading to creosote build-up, in wood-burning devices and associated chimneys and connectors; failing to give space heaters space, by installing or placing them too close to combustibles; basic flaws in the construction or design of wood burning heating

equipment, and fueling errors involving liquid- fueled heating equipment.

Keep combustibles at least three feet from the fireplace. This includes but not

limited to papers, books, clothing, curtains, logs, kindling, plants, ornaments,

rugs, and furniture.

When buying a new fireplace insert, make sure that it carries the mark of an

independent testing laboratory. Be sure that a qualified technician installs the unit

or checks that the unit has been installed properly.

Wood and coal stoves, fireplaces, chimneys, chimney connectors, and all other

solid fueled heating equipment need to be inspected annually by a professional

and cleaned as often as the inspections indicate.

Use dry hard wood to keep creosote build-up to a minimum.

Use a sturdy fireplace screen to keep sparks from flying into the room and onto rugs and

carpets.

When using a gas fireplace, be careful to follow the manufacturer’s instructions

when turning the heating device on or off. Devices with automatic shutoff

features are suggested.

Be sure that any gas fueled heating device is installed with proper attention to

ventilation.

And most important—keep small children away from any kind of heating device.

